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statement.   What in practice we find i(s that inoculation affords considerable
immunity and evacuation also goes a great way to save human life.    But
these   things i equire money, and   neither   the local   bodies nor the Local
Governments are in  a position to meet the large expenditure required for
giving help to people,  to enable them to go and live for months in the
jungles.    In regard   also   to   malaria   several measures have been recom-
mended.   The Local Governments there also find that they cannot at all give
effect to the measures recommended because there is dearth of money.    I
therefore appeal to the Government and to this Council to consider whether it is
not more necessary to save human life than to have what is called conservative
finance and to have a reputation for high credit.    Sound  finance is certainly
necessary; but I would submit to Government, who  occupies the position  of
pater familias in this family of India, that the credit of the family,  the
financial position of the family, is a matter of secondary importance to saving
the lives of the members of the family.    I consider that more than  the pay-
ment of debts, more than obtaining a reputation for being punctual in the
discharge of your obligations, it is necessary to preserve the lives of the
people.

" It might be said that the Famine Insurance Fund is one which is in-
tended only for the purposes of famine. Well, Sir, as Mr. Gokhale pointed
out last year, and has been pointed out over and over again in this Council
on other occasions, it is not at ail rare for the Famine Insurance Fund
to be diverted to other purposes than that for which it was created. On no
less than five different occasions was it suspended and the suspension extended
sometimes to over two years, sometimes to over three years, and was at times
in whole and at times in part So the diversion of the Famine Insurance
Fund to other purposes is a thing not unprecedented. Well, after all it rests
on Government to take the large and humane view of the subject and to decide
whether it is not a proper one in the circumstances which, have arisen. Sir,
when we find that in certain places, for instance, like Nagpur, the headquar-
ters of a province, the plague almost carries away at one visitation one man
in every 10, when also in other places a regular decimation is going on, is
it not necessary for Government to step in and to take the requisite steps
for saving human life ?

" I therefore make an appeal to all Members of this Council and to the
Government here in India and in England and call upon them to see whether
it is not required by the present circumstances of the country that the por-
tion of the .Famine Insurance Grant which is generally devoted to the pay-
ment of debt should not, in the peculiarly unfortunate circumstances which
have arisen, be preferably applied to the saving of human life.*'

The Hon'ble MR. MESTON : "The Hon'ble Mover's motion is really an
echo of yesterday's discussion on the subject of the sinking funds. The Hon'ble
Mr. Gokhale tells us again that we use our current revenues far too much
for the purpose of capital expenditure, and that we might very well allow our
debt to advance a little more rapidly and put our revenues more largely into
the immediate requirements of the country. The question has been threat ed
out so often that I hope the Hon'ble Member will not accuse me of dis-
courtesy if I say that he has given us nothing new on the subject, and I
honestly confess that we in the Finance Department likewise have nothing
new to say on the subject, so that I am afraid we must remain mutually un-
convinced

" The Hon'ble Mr. Mudholkar in supporting the resolution has hinted that
high finance and ordinary humanity are not reconcilable. I trust that in the
Budget which is now before the Council there is nothing to justify that un-
happy view. "

" The particular form in which the Hon'ble Mr. Gokhale has put his motion
to-day calls for only a very few words of explanation, which I shall try to make
as short es possible, For the broad purposes of his argument the Hon'ble
gentleman groups together not only the Famine Grant hut aE the other moneys
which in any way whatsoever we divert from revenue for capital purposes or
transfer from revenue into our cash balances where they become in time avail-